
Enoch Bailey 
1890 - 1912 

  

and Family 

“from workhouse to workhouse” 



The Bailey family appear in the list of inmates of Llanfyllin Workhouse recorded in the 
1891 census. 

Ruth Bailey, single, aged 27, Dairymaid, born Maifod, 
and her sons 

Hugh Bailey, aged 8, born Llansanffraid, 
and  

Enoch Bailey, aged 1, born Llanfyllin. 



Ruth Bailey was born in 1864, the granddaughter of 
Edward and Catherine Bailey.  She was part of a 
large family of three generations living in the 
township of Rhiwhiriaeth, near Llanfair Caereinion. 

The family is recorded in the1871 census... 

In adult life, Ruth worked as a domestic servant. 



Ruth’s first son, Hugh, was born on 14 March 1884, when Ruth was about 19 years old.  
The birth  took place in Llansanffraid and it was registered at Llanfyllin Workhouse.  

Ruth’s second son, Enoch, was born on 27 January 1890 when she was aged 25.  By this 
time, Ruth and Hugh were inmates and the birth took place in the Workhouse.  

As an unmarried mother, she would have been subjected to the full rigours 
of workhouse life, being classified as “undeserving poor”. 



By 1901, Hugh was living and working as an agricultural labourer on a farm near Guilsfield.  

In 1898, Hugh, aged 14, was deemed fit for service.... 

V20 p264 22 September 1898 

V20 p278 20 October 1898 

Initially, he was sent to William Pugh of Gelli Surnig. 



No further record of Hugh’s life has come to light but it seems likely that he would have 
served in the First World War. 

However, ten years later, Hugh had enlisted and was serving with the 3rd Batallion, Royal 
Welch Fusiliers. 



Meanwhile Enoch grew up in the Workhouse and in 1899, the guardians explored the 
possibility of sending him to the training ship “Clio”. 

V20 p365 04 May 1899 

The Superintendant of the “Clio” responded by pointing out that children aged under 
twelve were inadmissible.  

V20 p369 01 June 1899 

Although the minutes record that Enoch was aged eleven, he was in fact only nine.  
Perhaps Enoch had become so much of a problem that the Guardians had stretched the 
truth in an attempt to have him moved away! 



The Reformatory selected by the Justices was Stoke Farm Reformatory School. 

 The buildings were extended with dormitories, 
school rooms and workshops.  Sturge agreed to 
receive boys who had been convicted of a 
criminal offence, as an Alternative to their going 
to prison.  Boys were given classroom education 
and industrial training.  They were chiefly 
employed in agricultural work and gardening on 
the School’s own 70 acre farm.  Other trades in 
which training was provided included tailoring, 
carpentry and shoemaking. 

The Stoke Farm Reformatory for Boys was founded in 1853 by Quaker politician and social 
reformer, Joseph Sturge, on the site of a farm at Stoke Prior, sixteen miles from Birmingham.  

V21 p5 16 November 1899 

Later in 1899, Enoch was in serious trouble …. 



… and, somewhat reluctantly, the Guardians agreed to take him back. 

V21 p38 8 February 1900 

Soon afterwards, the Home Secretary intervened …. 

V21 p27 11 January 1900 



Within weeks, Enoch was in trouble again …. 

V21 p58 8 April 1900 

For some years, the practice of “boarding out” orphaned and abandoned children with 
local families had become well established (the foster parents were paid by the Guardians 
for their services). 

V21p071 3 May 1900 



A foster parent came forward .... 

V21p084 31 May 1900 

Tir Du (Ty Du) was a farm 
in an isolated location 
between Dolanog and 
Pontrobert. 
 
Living there must have 
been a shock for Enoch as, 
until then, he had spent his 
whole life in institutions. 

Perhaps Enoch was giving more trouble as, six months later, Thomas Lloyd asked for an 
increase in maintenance payments. 

V21 p156 15 November 1900 

This would have stretched the Guardians’ patience too far and the request was refused! 



However Enoch remained with the Lloyd family and is recorded in the 1901 census .... 

A further eleven months went by and then Thomas Lloyd wrote to the Guardians ….. 

V21 p297 17 October 1901 



By 1902, Enoch was twelve years old and the possibility of the Training Ship “Clio” could 
again be considered. 

V21 p406 17 July 1902 

V21 p308 14 November 1901 

Clearly the situation couldn’t be resolved. 

HMS Clio was a wooden 22-gun Pearl-class 
corvette, built at Sheerness Dockyard and 
launched on 28 August 1858.  Following 
decommissioning in 1877, the Clio was towed to 
the Menai Straits and, for the next 40 years, 
provided care and training for homeless, 
destitute and poor respectable boys aged 12 to 
16. Discipline aboard ships like the Clio was strict 
and the birch used to enforce it. Sleeping 
arrangements provided their own punishment - 
the boys slept in hammocks which must have 
been icy-cold in winter. 

The ship had room for around 260 boys but by 1879 only 10 had been brought from North West Wales and 
at least 70 per cent of the boys came from Poor Law authorities in London, Liverpool and Manchester. 
The Admiralty provided a grant for boys who left the Clio to join the Navy but the ship was largely financed 
through fees paid by Poor Law Unions and School Boards for the paupers they found difficult to contain in 
workhouses. Few of these boys had stable families and many were orphans. In 1879 only 5 boys were 
presented for training by their parents. 
She was sold for scrap and broken up in 1919. 

Training Ship ‘Clio’ 
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Shortly afterwards another possibility emerged ....  
   

V21 p427 11 September 1902 

Birmingham Free Industrial School for Boys. 

The Reverend Grantham Munton Yorke founded  a 
ragged school for necessitous children in 1847. 
Land was found on Gem Street,  money was raised 
for the construction and a government grant was 
provided for the erection of school-rooms, 
workshops, kitchen and laundry.   

In 1894, there were 24 boys working as tailors, 16 shoemakers, 40 wood-choppers and 11 out-workers, 
mostly in brass-casting works.  In 1896, the premises were described as a ‘dingy institutional building’ and 
‘hemmed in by factories and other buildings’.  There were now 24 tailors, 16 shoemakers, 12 juniors doing 
sewing and darning, 6 working in the house and kitchen, and 9 in the laundry.  Wood-chopping, in the 
afternoons only, occupied 20 boys. 
The School had no playing-field, but the boys went once a week to a public park for cricket and football.  
All the boys were allowed out on Bank Holidays, and every boy had at least 11 days at the seaside.  There 
was a library of 300 books, recreation room and gymnastic apparatus.  



Birmingham Free Industrial School refused the application.... 

V21 p438/9 9 October 1902 

.... and an alternative had to be found. 

In 1864 Sir William Jackson donated land for the 
building of the Birkenhead industrial school. The 
school was to stand in the centre of the poorest area 
of Birkenhead – on Corporation Road in the heart of 
Dockland. The school, a memorial to the late Prince 
Consort, was to provide education and care for 120 
boys and 60 girls from poor homes in the locality. One 
of the prime aims of England’s industrial schools was 
to provide a decent education outside of the 
workhouse and of correctional establishments and 
many boys were sent there by the magistrates.  
Originally a mixed school, in 1899 became a boys only 
school.  

An inspection report in 1896 described the School as gloomy, with the windows being small and badly placed.  
The boys’ upper dormitory was overcrowded, and the sick-room miserable.  The boys were provided with 
some gymnastic apparatus, but no regular gymnastic instruction.  However, a good playing field had been 
acquired in front of the school and football and cricket matches were played with outside teams.  The boys 
were taken to the river shore for bathing.   The school was closed in 1924. 

The Albert Memorial Birkenhead Industrial School 



The application to the Birkenhead Industrial School was successful. 

V22 p7 6 November 1902 

It seems the Police were required to transfer Enoch to Birkenhead .... 

V22 p17 4 December 1902 

V22 p17 4 December 1902 

.... but the School gave  favourable reports. 



V22 p47 29 January 1903 

V22 p 150 8 October 1903 

Thereafter the Guardians made regular quarterly payments to the Albert Memorial 
Industrial School on behalf of Enoch, such as .. 

V22 p231 21 April 1904 

Payments continued until May 1906. 



V23 p83 18 May 1806 

In May 1906, the Guardians received a final report from the Albert Memorial Birkenhead 
Industrial School on Enoch, now aged 16. 

Enoch is next discovered in the 1911 census .... 

.... as single, living as a boarder in a house in Fairfield, Liverpool, and working as a boot 
repairer. 



Sadly, this was not to last and Enoch died on 16 November 1912, aged 22. 

The cause of death is recorded as tuberculosis and took place in Walton Workhouse, 
Liverpool. 

The Walton workhouse was built in 
1864-9 on Rice Lane at Walton-on-
the-Hill to serve the northern part of 
the Union.  It was designed by 
William Culshaw.  The Walton 
workhouse initially accommodated 
1,200 inmates and its construction 
cost £65,000.  It gradually expanded 
and by 1930 could hold up to 2,500.   
The workhouse later became Walton 
Institution and then Walton Hospital 
until its closure in the late 1990s. 

Walton Workhouse had a large infirmary and it is likely that Enoch was admitted by 
reason of his ill-health rather than poverty.  Nevertheless it is ironic that he should have 
started and ended his days in the workhouse. 

Walton Workhouse 


